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Welcome to the White Ribbon UK Annual Report. We are pleased to 
share with you some of the highlights of the year. 2018 was a period 
of transition bringing in our new 5-year strategy.  

We firmly believe that a world without male violence against women 
is possible. The work of White Ribbon UK, engaging men and boys 
to take responsibility and stand alongside women, is an important 
way to help bring change about. We can only deliver this with the 
support of our volunteers and the organisations that work with us.   
Thank you, we hope you enjoy reading the report.

At the start of year we held a very successful conference and the 
White Ribbon APPG continues to provide a platform for the campaign 
in Westminster. White Ribbon featured at the GQ Men of the Year 
Awards with several celebrities seen wearing White Ribbons. Our 
world cup campaign, raising awareness of the increase in domestic 
abuse during the world cup, was also far reaching.

The White Ribbon Ambassadors: Role Models for Change project 
that completed in 2018 enabled the ambassador programme to 
be fully developed and saw a significant increase in the number of 
Ambassadors. A record number of women also came forward to be 
White Ribbon Champions.  

White Ribbon Day and the 16 Days of Action are always an important 
focus of our year with many individuals and organisations taking part. 
The White Ribbon Day film If Love Hurts, created for White Ribbon 
UK by Peter Giblin has been viewed 30,000 times and was featured in 
The Independent Newspaper.

Thank you again for your commitment throughout the year to ending 
male violence against women.
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Our campaign statistics are a great 
way to show our reach in 2018, with 
more than 2,500 pledges, and over 
500 new ambassadors within the 
year.
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‘IF LOVE HURTS’ CAMPAIGN FILM
‘If Love Hurts’ was developed to mark White Ribbon Day by Director Peter Giblin. 

The film explored the emotional aspect of domestic abuse, how it takes place within 
a context of love, and the fact that on average, it takes up to eight incidents before 
a victim will feel able to speak out. If Love Hurts, was screened at the White Ribbon 
APPG in the House of Commons on 28th November to an audience of MPs and 
campaigners.

In 2017, Lancashire became the first White Ribbon County in the UK. All Lancashire 
district councils and unitary authorities became accredited, completing action plans 
to achieve White Ribbon Status. Blackpool Council took their accreditation to the 
next level this year, with a pilot programme bringing active bystander training to three 
schools in the area, and, in celebration of the 16 Days of Action for White Ribbon Day, 
a White Ribbon tableau was erected as part of the Blackpool illuminations.

On International Men’s Day, White Ribbon UK participated in the World Forum 
for Democracy, which met at the Palais de l’Europe in Strasburg. White Ribbon UK 
President, Chris Green OBE gave a speech on what men can do to challenge the 
cultures that give rise to male violence against women both internationally and in the 
UK. Chris said: ‘It’s men’s responsibility to stop gender violence, and since men listen 
a bit more carefully when the message is spoken by other men, we need to challenge 
each other to do better’.

BLACKPOOL ILLUMINATIONS

WORLD FORUM FOR DEMOCRACY

DCMS PROJECT: ‘ROLE MODELS FOR CHANGE’

The ‘White Ribbon Ambassadors: Role Models for Change’ report 
was launched in August by Bev Hughes, Deputy Mayor of Greater 
Manchester Combined Authority. The project took place over 18 
months from September 2016 and was funded through the Tampon 
Tax Fund managed by the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and 
Sport. Ambassadors act as role-models within their communities, 
workplaces and among their friends to challenge and change abusive 
male cultures that can lead to gender-based abuse and violence. By 
the end of the project there were 773 ambassadors.
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GQ MEN OF THE YEAR AWARDS

WHITE RIBBON DAY 2018

ACCREDITATIONS

‘WHAT CAN YOU DO?’

CONFERENCE

The number of 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
who have White 
Ribbon status has 
continued to grow.  
New accreditations 
in 2018 included, Cambridgeshire County 
Council, Greater Manchester Combined 
Authority, Dyfed Powys Police, UNISON: 
Leeds Teaching Hospitals, London Fire 
Brigade, Cardiff Council, City Health Care 
Partnership CIC in Hull, The Elm Foundation, 
WBS Ltd, Wigan Warriors Community 
Foundation and Homes in Sedgemoor.

White Ribbon UK Ambassador Bob Williams, 
in conjunction with Tobias Lever and 
Western Electric Sound System created a 
campaign video which asks what men can do 
to end the violence.  The video became the 
backdrop for the White Ribbon Facebook 
page and has been heavily used, promoting 
as it does, the core engagement message of 
White Ribbon in a way that is accessible and 
suitable for most audiences.

Speakers at the White Ribbon Conference 
in February, attended by over 130 delegates, 
included West Yorkshire Police and Crime 
Commissioner, Mark Burns-Williamson, Sally 
Deane, Director Bradford Women’s Aid, 
David Stothard, Tender National Partnership 
Manager, Kelly Burke and Ian Manboard 
from Equity. 

2018’s White Ribbon Day and 16 Days of Action was a great 
success, with a great number of accredited organisations raising 
awareness in unique ways. Below are some of the highlights:

Merseyside Police Worcester City FC

University of Hull Lewisham Council

Bradford Council Welsh Assembly Labour Group

Rose McGowan received the GQ Men Of The Year Inspiration 
Award, to recognise her leading role in the #MeToo movement.  
GQ Magazine agreed to make the White Ribbon symbol a part 
of the ceremony. Many guests wore ribbons, including Paul 
Weller, Sacha Baron Cohen, Ronan Keating and Tom Bateman.






























